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ANIMAL WELFARE — CATTLE DEATHS — 
NOONKANBAH STATION AND YANDEYARRA RESERVE 

Question without Notice 1260 — Supplementary Information 
HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [5.04 pm]: 
Further to a question without notice that was asked two days ago by Hon Jim Chown, after having a thorough 
search, we have located an email that was sent to the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
by Chris Wilkin, who was the CEO of Yungngora Association, requesting help on a whole range of governance 
issues. In the course of the email, reference was made to animal welfare concerns, but members should bear in mind 
that this was from the person who was ultimately responsible for managing the animals. He then made very specific 
requests of the department. The staff provided immediate support to Noonkanbah station’s governing board, with 
corporate governance training and strategic planning. Specific tasks that were undertaken included developing a job 
description and an advertisement to assist with filling the position of pastoral development officer, and attending 
the Yungngora Association meeting on 11 December 2018. The support was appropriate and consistent with our 
relevant responsibilities and knowledge at the time. 
The issue of the department’s involvement in supporting Yungngora management was considered by investigators 
at the early stage of the investigation. In June 2019, the department was advised that while DPIRD clearly had 
a supportive role in aspects of capital management, it was not in charge of the animals and could not be expected 
to hold the hands of the persons in charge. I do not know whether this is the case, and I am not alleging in any 
way, shape or form that Hon Jim Chown is attempting to do this, but it may well be that people are attempting to 
deflect the responsibilities. However, I do apologise that we did not have this email in the first instance. I said I would 
do a thorough search and we did and we found it. I think it is quite clear that this was a general request for support 
and that the department provided that support. 
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